[Lumboperitoneal shunt in persistent or recurrent fistulae of the base of skull. Apropos of 20 cases].
The authors describe the use of the lumbo peritoneal shunt (L.P.S.) in 20 cases of C.S.F. rhinorrhea following either cranial injury [13] basal skull surgery [2] or of unknown etiology [5]. 16 patients had previously undergone an attempt at direct closure of their fistula and are therefore cases in which the direct approach failed. 4 patients underwent the L.P.S. straightaway. In 17 cases the fistula was healed by the L.P.S. without any recurrence, though a shunt removal was necessary in 5 cases. The method was unsuccessful in only 3 cases.